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As We Gather 
“For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through Him to reconcile to Himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of His cross” (Colossians 1:19–20). 
On the cross, Jesus died for the sins of the world. On the cross, Jesus comforted one of the criminals 
crucified with Him. On the cross, Jesus even interceded for those who crucified Him. On the cross, Jesus 
makes peace between God and man by His blood. 
 
Prelude Come, Thou Almighty King” S. Wente 
 
Opening Hymn “Come, Thou Almighty King” #905
1 Come, Thou almighty King, 

Help us Thy name to sing; 
    Help us to praise; 
Father all-glorious, 
O’er all victorious, 
Come and reign over us, 
    Ancient of Days. 

 
2 Come, Thou incarnate Word, 

Gird on Thy mighty sword; 
    Our prayer attend. 
Come and Thy people bless, 
And give Thy Word success, 
And let Thy righteousness 
    On us descend. 

 

3 Come, holy Comforter, 
Thy sacred witness bear 
    In this glad hour! 
Thou, who almighty art, 
Now rule in ev’ry heart, 
And ne’er from us depart, 
    Spirit of pow’r. 

 
D 4 To Thee, great One in Three, 

Eternal praises be 
    Hence evermore! 
Thy sov’reign majesty 
May we in glory see, 
And to eternity 
    Love and adore. 

           Text: Public domain 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
Opening Sentences Psalm 46 
P God is our refuge and strength,  
C a very present help in trouble. 
P Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 
C though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
P though its waters roar and foam, 
C though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 
P The Lord of hosts is with us; 
C the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 
Confession and Absolution 
We pause to remember and repent of our sins before our Heavenly Father… 
 
 



P So often, we have lived as though we are in darkness. Because we are by nature sinful and unclean. 
Our words and actions do not reflect the light of Christ. We do not live as people who are citizens 
of the kingdom of God. Confessing our sin, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
P God has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of His 

beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Almighty God in His mercy has 
given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

T  WORD  T 
Introit Psalm 134; antiphon: Psalm 33:8 
P  Let all the earth fear the LORD; 
C  let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 
P  Come, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD, 
C  who stand by night in the house of the LORD! 
P  Lift up your hands to the holy place 
C  and bless the LORD! 
P  May the LORD bless you from Zion, 
C  he who made heaven and earth! 
         Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
          as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
         Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, even from the cross, You reign as King of kings and Lord of lords.  Forgive us our 

sins, and remember us as You come into Your kingdom, that like the repentant thief on the cross, 
we too may be with You in paradise; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Old Testament Reading T  The Book of Remembrance  T Malachi 3:13-18 

13“Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How have we spoken against 
you?’ 14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking 
as in mourning before the LORD of hosts? 15And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only 
prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.’” 16Then those who feared the LORD spoke with 
one another. The LORD paid attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before 
him of those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name. 17“They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, 
in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who 
serves him.  

 



18Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one 
who serves God and one who does not serve him.” 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem of Praise Solo “Blest the Children of Our God” J. Humphreys 
 

Epistle T  The Preeminence of Christ  T Colossians 1:13-20 
13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved 

Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15He is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him 
and for him. 17And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head of 
the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel T   The Crucifixion  T Luke 23:27-43 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

27And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of women who were mourning and 
lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but 
weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For behold, the days are coming when they will say, 
‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30Then they 
will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do these things 
when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 32Two others, who were criminals, were led 
away to be put to death with him. 33And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there 
they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35And the 
people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, 
if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him 
sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription 
over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, 
“Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear 
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are 
receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you 
will be with me in Paradise.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

  



 T  Confession of Faith  T The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
     right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sermon Hymn “Crown Him with Many Crowns” #525
1 Crown Him with many crowns, 

    The Lamb upon His throne; 
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns 
    All music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
    Of Him who died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless king 
    Through all eternity. 

 
2 Crown Him the virgin’s Son, 

    The God incarnate born, 
Whose arm those crimson trophies won 
    Which now His brow adorn: 
Fruit of the mystic rose, 
    Yet of that rose the stem, 
The root whence mercy ever flows, 
    The babe of Bethlehem. 

 

3 Crown Him the Lord of love. 
    Behold His hands and side, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, 
    In beauty glorified. 
No angels in the sky 
    Can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bend their wond’ring eyes 
    At mysteries so bright. 

 
4 Crown Him the Lord of life, 

    Who triumphed o’er the grave 
And rose victorious in the strife 
    For those He came to save. 
His glories now we sing, 
    Who died and rose on high, 
Who died eternal life to bring 
    And lives that death may die. 

Text: Public domain 
 

Sermon 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Offering—may be left in the offering plates near the doors as you leave.  Those worshipping at home 

may continue to mail or drop off offerings at the church office, and on-line giving is available to 
everyone on our website at www.stpauloaklawn.org. For information about regular electronic 
giving, please contact the church office.   

 
Offertory Meditation 

 

 

http://www.stpauloaklawn.org/


T  SERVICE of the SACRAMENT  T 
Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation… 
 
Words of Our Lord 
 
Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father… 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in Heaven… 
 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 
T  DISTRIBUTION of the SACRAMENT  T 

 

Piano Selection “All hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” H. Fleischer 
 

Hymn “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” #549
1 All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! 

    Let angels prostrate fall; 
Bring forth the royal diadem 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Bring forth the royal diadem 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 
2 Crown Him, ye martyrs of our God, 

    Who from His altar call; 
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 

3 Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, 
    Ye ransomed from the fall, 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 
4 Hail Him, ye heirs of David’s line, 

    Whom David Lord did call, 
The God incarnate, man divine, 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
The God incarnate, man divine, 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 



5 Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget 
    The wormwood and the gall, 
Go, spread your trophies at His feet 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Go, spread your trophies at His feet 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 
6 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, 

    On this terrestrial ball 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 
7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 

    We at His feet may fall! 
We’ll join the everlasting song 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
We’ll join the everlasting song 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

          Text: Public domain 

 
Hymn “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” #919 sts. 1-2, 4 & 6
1 Abide, O dearest Jesus, 

    Among us with Your grace 
That Satan may not harm us 
    Nor we to sin give place. 

 
2 Abide, O dear Redeemer, 

    Among us with Your Word, 
And thus now and hereafter 
    True peace and joy afford. 

 

4 Abide with richest blessings 
    Among us, bounteous Lord; 
Let us in grace and wisdom 
    Grow daily through Your Word. 

 
6 Abide, O faithful Savior, 

    Among us with Your love; 
Grant steadfastness and help us 
    To reach our home above. 

          Text: Public domain 

Communion Blessing 
P The true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting.  Depart T in peace.   
 
Closing Prayer 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty and faithful God, that You have remembered us and have 
promised that we and all who believe will be with You forever in Your kingdom. As we go from 
here today and throughout our lives, keep us vigilant as we watch and wait for Christ’s return as 
King; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 



Closing Hymn “Jesus Shall Reign” #832
1 Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

Does its successive journeys run; 
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

 
2 To Him shall endless prayer be made, 

And endless praises crown His head; 
His name like sweet perfume shall rise 
With ev’ry morning sacrifice. 

 

3 People and realms of ev’ry tongue 
Dwell on His love with sweetest song; 
And infant voices shall proclaim 
Their early blessings on His name. 

 
5 Let ev’ry creature rise and bring 

Honors peculiar to our King; 
Angels descend with songs again, 
And earth repeat the loud amen. 

          Text: Public domain 

 
Postlude “Jesus Shal Reign” R. Wienhorst 

 
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND THANKS 
Vocalist:  Stanley Wirtschoreck 
Lector:  Sunday: David Witkosky; Wednesday: Rev. George Mrochen 
Altar Care:  Sunday:  Cheryl Horan; Wednesday: Sandy Barry 
Video:  Martha Moeller 
 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used 
by permission.  Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Announcements & Notes: 
The St. Paul Adult Choir invites YOU to join them in preparing Advent and Christmas music.  Rehearsals 

are on Wednesday evenings after our worship services. See Ruth Sievers for more information.  
The Worth Township Christmas Drive for NEW toys and clothing will be collected until Tuesday, 

December 6.  Donations may be placed in the collection box in the narthex. 
We have the cooks!  Now we need volunteers for SERVING the Monday evening meal that the team 

prepares for the BEDS ministry.  If you can help or would like to learn more, please contact Debbie 
Will or call the church office. 

Ladies Guild will be selling Christmas Cards in the narthex for the next few weeks after service. 
A Bible Study based on “The Chosen” is being held on Thursday evenings at 6:30pm in the Timothy 

Room. Come and join the discussion. 
Southwest Lutheran Chorus will present a “Christmas Song Festival” with audience participation of 

favorite Christmas carols here at St. Paul on Sunday, December 11th at 3pm. Please come and invite 
a friend! 

  



Please pray for these members of our St. Paul 
family 
Ruth Diver   Lois Kaminske  
Graham Jackson   Janice Przybycien  
Patricia Murdoch  Linda Kosary  
Lenore Curran   Jan Briede 
Cathy Gleason  Beverly Fishbaugh 
Dawn McNicholas  Flora Jones 
Ron Hickey   Kevin Hickey 
Mary Ann Colander  Art Hornburg 
Melva Smith   Delores Stegemann 
Carol Small   Mike Degidio 
Norma Silinski  Beverly Sellers 
Betty Beegle   Warren Miller 
Delphine Cherry  Ron Klingensmith 
Louis Frank   Betty Kruckow 
Herta Iversen   Loretta & Gina Frank 

The Giacobbe Children Marge Rochlitz 
Julie & Larry Gurga  Kurt Seehofer 
Ingrid Lesko   Katherine Hice 
Gloria Meyer   The Polezoes Family 

 
We pray for those who grieve: 
For Anissa Franco, Elaine Lebron & family and 
friends on the death of Anissa’s cousin, Luis 
Ramirez, Jr., who died tragically in a motorcycle 
accident. 
 
We pray for all celebrating birthdays and 
anniversaries and other times of joy, including 
Martha Moeller on the 22nd and Sandy Barry on 
the 25th. 
 
 
 
 
Please let the church office know when your 
need for our congregational prayers is over 
(708) 423-1040. 
 
 

Please pray for these friends and family of our 
members: 
Andrew Mrochen  Vern Howe 
Eugene Marcinkowski Roberta & Carlos Owens 

Denise DeLaurentis  Dorothy Kroll 
Barb & Emily Feehan Mark Fishbaugh 
Bob Hessert   Georgiana Easton 
Jackie Plichta   Patricia Paulsen 
Ken Kruckow   Janet Trierweiler 
Alan Hecke   Vicki Warren 
Matt Favero   Sandra Wilson 
Michelle Mitchell  Al Silinski 
Pam Palhegyi   Carol Milazzo 
Rich Huscher   The Lamberth Family 

Jerry Gross   Brenda Gurgel 
Gloria Folsom  Mary Beth Pasqua 
Shirley Fairchild  Simeon Hoppe 
Ron Lunt   Christopher Kosary 

Sandy Plath   Iris McCoy 
Shirley Demyres  Raquel Rameriz 
Nick & Bridget DeAngelo Henry Bonder 
Kim & Shawn Skelton, Sr. Kyle Hughes 
Elaine Hoffstetter  Fred Raddatz 
Allyson Seehofer  Selma Carmichael 
Bernadette & Rich Trusk Dana Kahn 
Donald Hakanson  Guillermo Ramirez 
Paul Noffke   Sue Sortino 
Pam Brown   Lisa Sanders 
Shawn Harland  Ann Herold 
Barb Potter   Wayne Volk 
Charley Heitz   Sharon Bryant 
Doris Potts   Robert Gonzalez 
Doreen Holford  Judy Collins 
Julie Rottier   Phyllis Hicks 
Maryann Krieg (Wilke) Pam Kirk 
Jimmy Kennedy, Jr.  Monica Iversen 
Cathy Becker   Ken Matz 
Jean & Al Zirbel  Heather & Josh Turro 

Pastor Mark Willig  Carol Loecherbach 
Carl Hoppe   Kim Koenig 
Debbie Guarascio  Sophia Salus 
Justin & Ashley Fasel Frank Coglinase 
Nora Maculitis  Gene Wawrzynikowski 

Kimberly Rooney  Rhonda Scott 
Helena Hoffman  



 

 

St. Paul Lutheran Church  

WORSHIP SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

Sunday Service – 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Bible Class – 10:30 a.m. 

 
THANKSGIVING    

 

Wednesday, November 23 ~ Thanksgiving Service at 7:00 p.m. 
(Food Pantry Collection will be received during the service) 

 
ADVENT 

 

Wednesday, November 30 ~ Advent Service at 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 7 ~ Advent Service at 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 14 ~ Advent Service at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Prior to our Wednesday Advent Services,  
supper will be served in Fellowship Hall from 5:30-6:30 p.m.  

A Hymn Sing follows in the church at 6:40 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 11 ~ Southwest Lutheran Chorus will 
 present a “Christmas Song Festival” at St. Paul at 3:00 p.m. 

 

CHRISTMAS 
 

Saturday, December 24 ~ Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 25 ~ Christmas Day Service at 9:00 a.m. 

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
 

Saturday, December 31 ~ New Year’s Eve Service at 7:00 p.m. 
 

4660 West 94th Street, Oak Lawn, Il 
www.stpauloaklawn.org 

708-423-1040 


